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The ICS Report for the April 2, 2014 Meeting  
 
 
Voltage Reduction Degradation 
Recall from last month's discussion that the 1-hour simultaneous voltage reduction (VR) test is 
performed during June at lower loads than the expected peak and it was unclear if the reported 
voltage reduction was adjusted for peak load.  NYISO informed the group that the reported VR 
capacity is adjusted by transmission owners.  Therefore, there may not be conservatisms 
implicit it the reported capacity depending on the methods used for the adjustments.   
 
To collect more information, the transmission owners will report back to the group how they 
adjust the VR capacity to the NYISO.  The NYISO and transmission owners will also report how 
many times over the past 5-years they have called on VR, the duration of the calls, and a 
qualitative assessment if they experienced degradation.   
 
LIPA reported that their operators do not have any data that indicates degradation over time, 
but intuitively they would expect some.  A few suggested that adjustments similar to those for 
the SCRs may be appropriate for the voltage reduction EOP step while others are not 
convinced.  Almost all agreed the data needed to do such an adjustment is not available.  This 
topic will be discussed further at the May meeting.   
 
Possibly Undervaluing Neighboring Control Area SCR Resources for Assisting the NYCA     
The proposed modeling runs for testing the PJM SCR resources were put on hold while the 
NYISO evaluated the updated MARS model that includes more EOP steps.  This new feature 
may be helpful in capturing the PJM's various SCR categories.  The NYISO will resume evaluating 
options for including assistance from PJM this month.  A white paper will be needed, but at this 
point cannot be scheduled to occur in this cycle. 
 
Transmission  Outage Working Group 
The Transmission Outage Work Group (TOWG) reported that National Grid and Con Edison 
have data for lines in their service area that can be used to develop outage rates across 
congested interfaces.  But to accurately model overhead outages in the, the NYISO will have to 
conduct PSS-E analysis to create the capacity states for the transition rate matrix .  The TOWG 
will meet with the NYISO to discuss the analysis in more detail.  The TOWG will also develop a 
list with the specific tasks and schedule so this effort will continue to make progress. 
 
This initial phase will evaluate a few interfaces to assess the impact on the IRM.  If it appears to 
have a significant impact, a white paper will be developed.  Due to the complexity of this 
analysis, a white paper on this topic is not expected this year, but may be developed next year.   
 
Policy 5 Update 
The group reviewed a table containing the proposed Policy 5-7 updates and discussed the 
preliminary language on some topics.  John Adams will develop draft language for the group to 
review at the May meeting. We will finalize the revisions during the June meeting and bring it 
the EC for approval. 
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One suggested change had significant discussion.  It has been the practice in most recent years 
that a unit is included in the study if it is operational by June 1st of the study year.  Some in the 
group questioned the justification for the June 1st inclusion date noting that if a unit is 
expected to be operational say July 1st it may help reliability.  Also noted was our two step 
process for developing the base case being an opportunity to update the model with the most 
current information.   
 
The group weighed the benefits and possible risks for eliminating the inclusion date.  It was 
pointed out that the newer units EFORd would be lower which could lower the IRM.  The 
discussion began to focus on the mechanics of allowing such variations in generating capacity.  
Also, the process to shift capacity from downstate to upstate maybe impacted if new 
generation was added in the middle of the summer.  If one of the Monte Carlo events (draws) 
occurs before a new unit and another after a unit is added, does this impact how capacity is 
shifted?  The group, especially the NYISO, will consider the merits of eliminating the inclusion 
date.   


